From 2014-15 to 2019-20, the proportion of California community
J U M PSTA RT college enrollees who are high school students has more
than tripled, accounting for nearly 7% of community college
enrollment.! Despite this increase, only 16% of Latinx high school
graduates in California’s 2018-19 graduating class participated
in dual enrollment courses while in high school.? In fact, most
students in the state attend schools where only 5% or fewer of
their classmates participate in dual enrollment.? Equity-driven
practices that increase access to dual enrollment in California
schools, districts, and colleges can pave a smoother path for
Latinx students on the road to and through college.
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Completion

In every segment of higher education, Latinx
students graduate at lower-than-average rates.
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Cost
M Dual enrollment students save money:
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Most Latinx undergraduate :
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M Dual enroliment students
A longer, more costly path N save time toward earning

Limited access to college preparation courses and supports in their degree, comple:-ting
high school can mean Latinx students are tracked into non credit ._ an average of 6.8 units of
remedial courses, prolonging their path to college graduation and transfer-level coursework,
costing more money. “ or half a semester of
full-time courses, hefore

graduating high school.”


https://www.edexcelencia.org/Excelencia-Compilation-Fast-Facts
https://www.edexcelencia.org/Excelencia-Compilation-Fast-Facts
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/EvidenceSnapshot/671

Latinx students in California report the following benefits
as a result of their dual enrollment experiences:?

B Exposure to the rigor of a college course

Learning the “hidden curriculum” — the implicit skills

and practices (such as asking questions in class, taking
initiative to proactively contact faculty for support.)
expected of and used by most successful college students

Independence and freedom from the rigid structure
of a high school academic setting

Equitably expanding access to and supports in dual enroliment programs is a key strategy for strengthening
Latinx students’ pathways to college in California. For more on what state leaders, school districts, and colleges can do
to expand dual enrollment opportunities, including recommendations on how to leverage the state’s recent
$200 million investment in dual enrollment expansion and any future investments, visit

www.JumpstartCA.org
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